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Cross

America  the  natives  \\orshipped  it  as  the

emblem of the god of rain. When to the up-
right stake, the original form of the cross or
gibbet, a horizontal beam was added across
the top, it formed the crzu commissa. More
often the beam was fixed at a lower level,
the cms. immissa, the form u ed at the cru-
cifixion of Christ.
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Vcarious Forms of Cross

t L Crux Commissa or ansata; the Egyp-
tian cross (or St. Anthony's). 2. Crux imw
missa or capitata; Latin, cross. 3. Crux
decussata, saltire or St. Andrew's. 4.
Greek cross. 5. Calvary. 6. Tan or St.
Anthony's. 7. Jerusalem cross or potent.
8. Formy. 9. Maltese or St. John's of
Jerusalem. 10. Patriarchal cross. 11.
Lowy quadrant. 12. Lorraine cross.

The true cross of Christ is recorded to
have been discovered by the Empress Helena
near the scene of our Lord's sufferings (A.D.
326). Part of it was deposited in a chest by
Constantine, where it is still preserved at
Rome; and other portions were distributed
throughout Christendom. In ecclesiastical ar-
chitecture the cross was the plan upon which
the grandest churches were erected, the walls
carrying upward the cruciform sign, the
spire pointing upward in the sacred figure.

Various spiritual fraternities take their
name and ensign from the cross. St. George's
cross, incorporated with St. Andrew's cross,
blend their form and color in the British
Union Jack; and by international agreement
the Geneva red cross on a white ground
safeguards the medical corps on the field of
battle. Among the variations of the cross,
those found in upright architecture form a
distinct class. The sanctuary cross is usually
an obelisk of beautiful sculptural design. The
boundary and monumental crosses belong to
the pre-Reformation period. The runic cross-
es of ancient Scandinavian workmanship

found in the border counties of England and
Wales are elaborated representations of the
hammer of the god Thor. The Celtic crosses
of the 12th and i3th centuries, found in the
monasteries and convents of Ireland; the
beautiful St. Martin's cross, lona, and the
famous Eleanor or Norman crosses were
either religious or commemorative. The Scott
Monument, Edinburgh, is an example of the
Norman cross on a gigantic scale.
The crosses were originally erected as a
sort of pulpit from which preachers spoke;
they were erected also to commemorate sig-
nal events. The famous Paul's Cross (near
St. Paul's, London) was destroyed by the
! Puritans in 1643, it was erected in the reign
| of Henry m. in 1259, and was the scene of
j many religious and historical events.
In heraldry the cross is one of the ordinar-
ies or principal charges. There are supposed
to be more than a hundred varieties of the
cross blazoned in heraldry, each bearing a
different signification. See HERALDRY.
The practice of affixing a person's signature
to a document, when that person is unable
to write, by making his mark, X, is said to
date from as far back as the 6th century. The
Southern Cross is the name of a great con-
stellation in the Southern hemisphere. Several
varieties of coin have been named from pic-
tures of the cross engraved on them. See A.
Rimmer's The Ancient Stone Crosses of Eng-
land (1875); Ashton and Baring-Gould's
Legendary History of the Cross (1887).
Cross, Charles Robert (1848-1921),
American physicist born Troy, N. Y. In 1882
he established at the Mass. Institute of Tech-
nology the first course in electrical engineer-
ing in the U. S., remaining in charge of it un-
til 1902. His investigations in electricity and
acoustics have been printed in the publica-
tions of learned societies.
Cross, Marian.   See Eliot, George.
Cross, Richard AssHetoti Cross, ist Vis-
count (1823-1914), English politician, born
near Preston. His legislative record in the
House of Commons, where he had a seat
from 1857 to 1886, includes the Artisans'
Dwellings Act (1875), the Factory and
Workshops Act (1878), and the Housing of
the Working Classes Bill (1885).
Cross, Wilbur Lucius (1862- ), American
educator and English scholar, was born at
Mansfield, Conn, He was professor of Eng-
lish at the Sheffield Scientific School at Yale
from 1902-21; Dean of the Yale Graduate
School from 1916-30 and governor of Con-
necticut 1931-39- He edited editions of